Brief remarks by H.E.
Secretary Stock

Professor Feldman, Dr. Lane and other officials from the State and CAORC
Bangladesh dutabashe shagotom. Asha kori shobai bhabo achhen!

I appreciate your time and presence at our Embassy. 
I am also very thrilled to greet the Critical Language Scholars  tipped to Dhaka today interacting with their peers who studied Bangla in the past years. Their passion and efforts to retain this fascinating language throughout the student and academic careers is truly heartening. 
In his novel “ A Passage to India” E.M. Forster  notes : “It never bored them to hear words, words; they breathed them with the cool night air.” Words fascinate people. Secretary Stock is aware that the Bangla speakers , representing the 6th largest for any such identity in the world,  have last few decades been demanding a recognition from the United Nations as one of  the world body’s official languages. The Critical Language Scholarship Programme  is certainly adding to the constituency of a language that produced the world’s first Nobel Prize winner in literature from outside Europe! 
I can’t help noting that International Mother Language Day is now celebrated globally on 21st of February  in a recognition to the need to celebrate linguistic, cultural and ethnic diversity in our societies. This day’s history goes back to 1952 when our university students and people from all walks of lives joined hands and embraced death  in a bid to uphold the dignity of Bangla. The subsequent years leading to our bloody birth as a sovereign nation (in 1971) present a unique case of how language of a community can define its very  identity and political destiny. 
Our close  ties date back to the days of our liberation war- when a great number of US nationals and politicians supported us in contrast to USA’s cold war alliance with Pakistan. When Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the architect of independent Bangladesh, was incarcerated in a Pakistani jail, as many as fifty four US Congressmen signed a letter to the then US Secretary of State Bill Rogers to ensure the leader struggling for democracy is not hanged by the Pakistani military. Through series of reports, the US diplomats stationed in Dhaka drew the attention of the US leadership to the mass killings and sufferings our civilians were subjected to. I assume, you are familiar with the Concert for Bangladesh organized by American legends such as Bob Dylan, Eric Clapton and Billy Preston alongside celebrities that included Ravi Shankar and George Harrison. Last March our government we honoured our foreign friends including those from the USA at a state ceremony in Dhaka. 

In the last half century, over three hundred peace corps volunteers worked in Bangladesh in important areas such as health care, increasing agricultural productivity, improving nutrition, training teachers and students and so on. 
The Bangladesh diaspora in the USA now numbering over half a million have made a tremendous contribution in enhancing ties between the two  nations. Their contribution to both the  home and host nations is immense. 

Bangladesh and the USA reckon each other as important strategic  partners in multiple sectors such as democratic governance, integration with global economy, counter-terrorism, disaster management  and climate change adaptation, food security, promoting human rights, religious freedom and global peacekeeping. Press-both electronic and print-enjoys absolute freedom in Bangladesh. Our civil society organizations including NGOs have a rich tradition of working for grassroots people and help the latter come out of the vicious cycle of poverty.

Secretary Clinton during her recent visit to Bangladesh stressed more student exchanges in future for deepening ties between our two friendly nations. USA is a favoured destination for Bangladesh’s students, professionals, scientists and managers. A great many of our students and teachers educated at the US colleges and Universities return home with new skills and innovative ideas that they employ to the service of our nation. We are thankful to the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs for the training opportunities to our teacher leaders under its International Leaders in Education Program (ILEP) which has been immensely contributing to our long-term education sector capacity building. From interactions with the ILEP participants we have the feeling that this exposure boosts their confidence and inspires them share techniques with administrators and  fellow teachers and even leading training workshops. 
We have recently celebrated the 40th anniversary of Bangladesh-US diplomatic relations. The two democratic nations enjoy excellent ties in a wide range of areas today thanks to the contributions in the past decades from immensely enterprising individuals such as yourselves . You are our valued connectors. We commend your efforts and welcome any ideas for establishing further links between our academic communities. 
Aponader protteker mongol kamona korchhi

Thank you. 
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